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Deadline for next issue is Friday, October 21st for articles. 
(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing.) 
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50 cents each. (Complete sets’ of Vols. 1-3 are available for $5.00 per 
volume plus postage.) 


- EDITORS PAGE - 


This issue of Whirrakee includes the last of the fourteen part series of 
Orchid articles by Bob Allen and Tom Patullo. 77 species of orchids -- 
recorded from the Bendigo district have been described, and each has been. 
beautifully illustrated. by Graham Hill. Any member who has been receiving 
Whirrakee since June last year will now have the full set of these 
descriptions. (Back numbers are available from mysélf if newer members would 
like to complete their sets.) It is a tremendous advantage to be able to 
use a locally orientated reference, rather than having to work from general 
texts with much briefer descriptions, and vaguely worded locality data. 

The committee has already had preliminary discussions on the possibility 
of publishing the Orchid series. in book form. To enable such a book to be 
published in as complete a form as possible, I would urge readers to heed 
the authors' plea for people with information on new localities for the 
recorded species, or records of additional species for the district, to 
contact them. 


ST RANGERS IN THE GARDEN 

We have an exceptionally lush crop of weeds appearing in our garden’ ‘this 
spring, in great contrast to this time last year, but what I find particularly 
interesting is that there are a few new faces among the eld familiar ones. 

I have not identified them with enough confidence to list them, but the 

point of mentioning them at all is that we have concluded that seeds of these 
newcomers must have been carried in with the dust storms of last summer ., 

Have other members noticed the same thing? 


MI. KOROVG EXCURSION , SEPr 18 
This excursion was changed from campout to Sunday excursion because of 


an almost total lack of interest in an overnight camp, for whatever 
reason(s).However, the Sunday excursion was attended by 18 people , and was 
both enjoyable and botanically fruitful. Bob Allen is preparing a nee 
list, and a full report should appear next month. 


CHANGE OF TREASURER 

Glenise Moors, our treasurer for the last three years, has resigned, due to 
the pressure created by full time work and her many other commitments. 

The Committee accepted her resignation with regret, and a thank you for her 
Helene Boon has been appointed as Treasurer for the remainder iE ae year, 
and Glenise has taken over the role of club librarian from Helene. 


koe kk kk ke ek oe 
REMINDER: MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE 2 
FOR RENEWAL FOR THE 1983/1984 CLUB YEAR 
“THE NEW RATES ARE Family © - $14.00 _ 
| Single - $10.00. 
om Pensioner - $6.00 
Junior - - $6.00 


If ynu have not already paid, please pay subs to Helene Boon at the next 
general meeting, or forward them to P.0. Box 396, as soon as possible. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


ORCHIDS OF THE BENDIGO DISIRICT 
PART 14. THE LAST LAP, AND AN UPDATED LIST 


by Bob Allen and 
> Tom Patullo 
Illustrated: by: ' 
Graham Hill 


These orchid artieles were started back in June 1982 in VOL. 3 No.5 
of "Whirrakee". One of our main reasons for starting them - apart from 
passing on the information to our readers ~ was to learn of orchids that 

were new to us in the district. This object has been achieved, as the 
original’ list numbered 64 species, and the final list at the end of this 
article numbers 77 species. 


The- five orchids for discussion in this article have been sent to us 
by Margaret Watts of Inglewood, so our thanks go to her for her interest 
and knowledge. If other readers learn of orchids in the district that are 
not on the list, or of new localities for the known orchids, we would be 
delighted to hear from them. Finally a very big thank you to our illustrator 
‘Graham Hill for the time, energy, and skill he has shown in his magnificent 
drawings of thé orchids each month. They have made the articles really 
interesting and valuable. 


Caladenia pallida Summer Spider Orchid 

Like most of the spider orchids, this one has very hairy stems and leaves. 
It is around 30 to 40 cm high with usually two quite large flowers of a 
pale greenish yellow. The leaf is broad and channelled and often withered 
at flowering time. The sepals have tails that are densely covered towards 
the ends with rounded glands. The petals, however, have no glands on their 
tips. There are two yellow glands at the colum base. The labellum is, 
longer than wide,’ with 4 to 6rows of glands. It is on a moveable claw, 
with the basal half erect and recurving down towards the pout which in 
some areas is conspicuously reddish. 


_It flowers in the November to January period and is reported from Inglewood 
district, in cnc forest on the Brenanah Road. 


Caladenia latifolia Pink Fairies 

Latifolia = broad leafed. 

The stem is from 15 cm to 30 cm high, hairy, with one large, broad hairy 
leaf. The flowers are from one to four, quite large and are pink or white, 
but sometimes both. The dorsal sepal is erect, about 15 mm long, .and the 
lateral sepals slightly. longer and wider. The labellum is fixed, pink and 
white, with three distinct lobes. The mid lobe is pink at the tip with a 
few teeth at the edge. Two rows of glands converge to the centre. 


They flower during September and October, and have been noted at Wehla. 


Chiloglottis trapeziformis . Dainty Bird Orchid 


There are five species of Chiloglottis to be found in Victoria, with two 
of them in our district. (The‘ other local species is C.gunnii, described 
in Whirrakee 4(5), page 4,) They all have a pair of large green leaves and 
a single flower, varying from green to a bronzy brown. 


uy 


ORCHIDS OF THE BENDIGO DISTRICT centinued 


"Chiloglottis" refers to the fact that the flower resembles the wide open 
mouth of a young bird. The erect slender stem of C. trapeziformis is up 
to 15 cm high with a pair of wide green leaves up to 8 cm long. The flower 
is solitary and brownish, with a very broad labellum on a long claw. It 
has a cluster of glands packed together at the centre. The lamina on the 
labellum is broadly rhomboid (trapeziform), hence the specific name. 

The Marshall Cavendish, "Encyclopedia of Gardening" Part 39 Page 1068, 
describes the word "trapeziform" as being - "A lopsided diamond shape". 
The queer shape of the labellum lamina is a sure method of distinguishing 
this orchid from the rest of the genus. The dorsal sepal is erect and the 
lateral sepals curve downwards against the stalk. 


The flowering period is in the September - November period, and it has 
been reported from the Mt. Kooyoora and Melville Caves areas. 


Prasophyllum despectans Sharp Midge Orchid 

This is a rather wide spread orchid. The leaf is not present at flowering 
time, but it has a sheathing bract just below the flower mass. The spike is 
slender, around 10 to 20 cm. The flowers are turned dewnwards, tiny, and 
crowded. (up to 50) They are very variable in colour, being green, purple, 
or brown, or a mixture of all three. They re narrow and pointed. The 
labellum is inconspicuous and moveable on a short claw. The flowering 
period is in the April - June period, and they have been noted in the 
Kalimna Park. area at Castlemaine, (Ern Perkins), and at North Castlemaine 
(Rita Mills). They are rather common in the Inglewood mallee area, 
particularly among the Golden Pennants., (Margaret Watts) . 


Prasophyllum brainei Green Leek Orchid 
Brainei commemorates Mr. A.B.Braine, a Victerian student of orchids. 


A slender plant, up to around 30 cm with the leaf present at flowering time. 
The flowers are wholly green, with up to 50 in an open spike. They appear 
small on the thick stem. All the segments are short and broad, and the whole 
plant has a very pleasant aroma. The dors-=1 sepal is recurved and pointed, 
and the labellum is wavy like a child's slide. It does not recurve back 

and protrude between the lateral sepals as many of the Prasophyllums do 
(remember they have upsidedown flowers), but point forward at the same 

angle as the dorsal petals. The labellum has white frilly edges. 


This orchid is not often collected, probably because of the fact that _ 

its all green colour blends in with the surrounding grasses. It flowers 

in the September - Octeber period here, aud has been recorded from (<2. .-: 
Goldsborough near Dunolly, Inglewood, Mt. Kooyoora and Melville Caves. 


The updated list of thé Orchids of the Bendigo District appéars on pages 6-7. 
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1. Chiloglottis trapeziformis 
2. Prasophyllum despectans 

3. Prasophyllum brainei 

4, Caladenia latifolia 

5. Caladenia pallida 


Dainty Bird Orchid 
Sharp Midge Orchid 
Green Leek Orchid 
Pink Fairies 

Summer Spider Orchid 


: 
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UPDATED ORCHID LIST FOR THE BENDIGO DIST RICT , 


and index to descriptions in Whirrakee by Volume, Part and page. 


Caladenia 
w 


Caleana 


Calochilus 
Ww 


" 
W 


Chiloglottis 
" 


Corybas 
Dipodium 


Diuris 
” 


Eriochilus 
Glossodia 
Lyperanthus’ 


Microtis 
w 


Orthoceras 


Paracaleana 


caudatus 
exsertus 
reniformis 


angustata 
caerulea’ 
carnea 
clavigera 
congesta > 
cucullata 
deformis 
dilatata 
filamentosa 


Mayfly: Orchid 
Gnat Orchid 
Mosquito Orchid’ 


‘Musky Caladenia 


Blue Caladenia 

Pink Fingers 

Plain-lip Spider Orchid 
Black-tongued Caladenia 
Hooded Caladenia 
Blue-beard Orchid 


_Green-comb Spider Orchid 


Daddy Long Legs 


it var. tentaculata 


latifolia 
pallida 
patersonii 
major 
campestris 
imberbis 
richae 
robertsonii 
gunnii 
trapeziformis 
diemenicus: 
punctatum 


brevissima 
maculata 
palustris 
pedunculata 
punctata 

" var.longissima 
sulphurea 


- cucullatus 


major 
nigricans 


parviflora 
unifolia 


strictum 


. minor 


Pink Fairies | 
Summer Spider Orchid 
Common Spider Orchid 


Large Duck Orchid 


Copper Beard Orchid 
Naked Beard Orchid 
Bald Tip Beard Orchid 
Purplish Beard Orchid 


‘Common Bird Orchid 


Dainty Bird Orchid 
Slaty Helmet Orchid 
Hyacinth Orchid 


43): 
“4(3): 


Whirrakee Ref. 


3(6):9 
3(6):9 
3(6):9 


3(8):6 
3(8):4 
3(8):4-5 
4(3):3 
3(8):5-6 
3(8):6 
3(8):5 


4(3): 
4(9): 
4(9): 
4(3): 


45): 
3(11):13 
3(11):14 


3(11):14 
3(11):13 


4(5):4 
4(9): 3-4 


3(6):10 
4(5):4 - 
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Short-tailed Leopard Orchid 3(7):6-7 


Leopard Orchid 
Swamp Diuris 
Golden Moths 
Purple Diuris 
Long-tailed Diuris 
Tiger Orchid 
Parsons Bands 
Wax-lip Orchid 
Red Beaks 


Slender Onion Orchid 
Common Onion Orchid 


Horned Orchid 


Small Duck Orchid 


3(7):6 
3(7):6 
3G7) 35 
3(7):5 
3(7):5 
3(7):6 


3(6):10 
3(6):11 
4(5):7 


3(11):16 
3(11):16 


4(5):7 
4(5):7-8 


venosa 
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. BOW SAT EXHIBIT LON 
Bendigo Bonsai Club will stage its 6th Annual Exhibition on Sat.Oct.15, 
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UPDATED ORCHID LIS? FOR THE BENDIGO DIST RIC continued 
Prasophyllum  archeri Variable Midge Orchid 3(10):7 
i brainei Green Leek Orchid 4(9):4 
I. despectans Sharp Midge Orchid . 4(9):4 
sh fuscum Tawny Leek Orchid 3(10):7 
" nigricans Midge Orchid 3(10):6 
u odoratum Sweet Leek Orchid 3(10):7 
| i patens Broad-lip Leek Orchid 3(10):8 
Pterostylis alata Striped Greenhood 3(9):9 
is biseta Rusty Hood 4(7):5 
W curta Blunt Greenhood 3(9):8 
M cycnocephala Swan Greenhood 4(6):4 
oD hamata ; Sealy Greenhood 4(7)25 
ui longifolia Tall Greenhood ° 4(6):3 
tt mutica Midget Greenhood 4(6):4 
af nana Dwarf Greenhood 3(9):6 
} nutans Nodding Greenhood  3(9):6 
W parviflora Tiny Greenhood ~4(6): 3-4 
Mt pedunculata “Maroon Hood ~ 8(9):9-10 
i plumosa Bearded Greenhood 3(9):8 
on ~ revoluta Autumn Greenhood 3(9):6 
M robusta Larger Striped Greenhood _ 3(9):8 
4 rufa sub.sp.aciculiformis ihe 
Ruddy Hood 4(7):5 
Lt sp. A ] 
sp. B J See Whirrakee Vol.4 No. 7 Page 6. 
We sp. Cc Ij 
Spiranthes. sinensis Austral Ladies Tresses ~ 4(5):7 
_Thelymitra . antennifera Rabbit Ears 4(1):5 
WJ aristata Scented Sun Orchid 4(4):6-7 
" chasmogama Globe hood Sun Orchid - 4(1):8 
H flexuosa Twisted Sun Orchid 4(1):8 
wy ixioides Dotted Sun Orchid’ 4(1):6 
u ixioides var. truncata" at 4(1):6 
ui luteocilium — Fringed Sun Orchid 4(1):8 
u macmillanii Crimson Sun Orchid . 4(L) 28 
Mi media “Tall: Sun Orchid 4(4):8 
Mey pauciflora Slender Sun Orchid 4(U) 39 
al rubra Salmon Sun Orchid 4(1)36 
i! Veined Sun Orchid (4) 39 


Sun.Oct.16 at R.S.L. Memorial Hall, Pall Mall, Bendigo. 10 am - 8 pm Sat.; 
10 am - 4 pm Sun. There will be demonstrations of bonsai techniques, and - 

trees, pots and other bonsai requirements will be on sale. Of particular 
interest for B.F.N.-C. members is the inclusion in the display of quite a 
number of native trees treated as bonsai, including Agonis Casuarina, 
Leptospermum and Melaleuca. 


FIVE DAYS IN INLAND SOUTHERN N.S. W. 

EO UE Nikole 

by Don Franklin 
Wednesday July 20, 1983 


_ Crossed the State Border at Robinvale and set up camp a few miles over 
in a fine stand of belah. I have driven past this bush before, and marked 
it as a good spot to return to. It didn't let us down. 


For me, it was an afternoon's walk down Memory Lane. Black-backed 
Wrens, Mulga Parrots, Ringnecks, Chestnut-crowned Babblers and so on, birds 
that I'donce lived with. Yellow (Little) Thornbills were seemingly everywhere, 
even feeding on the ground, an unheard of practice for them. Whitefaces 
were abundant. A Black-eared Cuckoo sat in a cattlebush and gave us 
(Harvey Rich and I ) excellent views. 


All this in spite of the drought. For this area has not been so 
fortunate as to receive soaking autumn rain. There has been rain - there are 
a few annuals, and the moss that holds so many fragile mallee soils together 
is green - but below average. Compounded by the impact of last years' 
devastation, the countryside looks jaded. The hop-bushes are surviving 
with a much-reduced quota of leaves. Some of the cattlebushes look wilted. 
On the other hand, the belahs and pines seem unaffected, and a few of the 
mallees are even flowering. 


Thursday 


The thrill for the morning was a sighting of that quiet and little- 
known denizen of inland oak scrubs, the White-browed Treecreeper, Harvey 
heard its quiet call and we tracked it to a belah tree trunk. — 


Packed camp and moved east towards Balranald. I'd never been there 
before, and had visions of a wild outback town. Was disappointed to find 
the district alltoo civilized, largely cleared and sown to wheat. 


Along the roadside, particularly on slight rises, grows distinctive 
groves of wattle unfamiliar to me - a lange shrub or sometimes even a small 
tree. Identified it from Costermans' as Yarran (Acacia omalophylla). 


As we approached Balranald, the coumtry became rapidly greener. 


Our evening's camp was beside Tala Lake, on Talpee station to the 
north-east of Balranald. The lake, several miles across, had water right 
across its bed and up amongst the lower Red Gums.And it was rising fast. 

As we walked through a lignum swamp in its floodplain, we were continually . 
frustrated by tongues of water extending up from the lake bed, forcing us 
around them and away from open water. The floodwaters were spreading at a 
guite perceptable rate from the lakebed up these runnels. One could be 
excused for thinking that water was running uphill. 


The good autumn rains at Talpee are reflected in a lush growth of 
annuals. Even between the lignum bushes there are carpets of native and 
introduced herbs. Had little time for identification. A showy white daisy, 
common in patches especially near our campsite, was probably a Brachycome. 
A small crucifer with insignificant white flowers keyed to the native 
Sand Cress (Pachymitus cardaminoides). The introduced crucifer London 
Rocket (Sisymbrium irio) was all too> common. 


FIVE DAYS IN INLAND SOUTHER N.S.W. continued 


Though the drought of last year can have broken no earlier at 
Balranald than here in Bendigo, the annuals are far more advanced. Many 
are flowering and even fruiting. Perhaps the plants of Balranald are more 
ephemeral, adapted to the short growing seeson in an area with half of 
Bendigo's rainfall. Perhaps too, warmer conditions have encouraged growth, 
For plants in the floodplain of Tala Lake, it is just as well; for some 
not soon enough. The rising floodwaters are burying many. Some will not 
live to produce seed. 


Friday 


There are quite a few swans and ducks, especially Black Duck, on 
Tala Lake, but very little else. One Dusky Moorhen, one Pelican, a couple 
of grebes, a few cormorants. No sign of dotterels, native hens, Sere 
or spoonbills. 
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On again. From Talpee station east to Hay. The country adeity opens 
up to the Riverina plains. Vast areas of green pasture. Very little Bluebush 
or Old Man Saltbush. It seems they've all been grazed out. A pity, since 
what is better life support for stock in a drought than edible shrubs. 
Come another drought and this country wiil be laid bare again. 


Hay. A prosperous-looking town - a city really - rather cleaner, 
‘brighter and better-treed than most outback towns. Surrounded by a diverse 
agricultural zone. Water from the Murrumbidgee supporting sorghum, sweet 
corn, vegetables and vines. And endless miles of dryland grazing; a little 
wheat. 


I shudder when I think of wheat-growing in these parts - Balranald; 
Hay even half-way up to Ivanhoe. I'm not convinced that the best techniques 
in the world can save the land from the combined effects of cultivation and 
drought in areas with rainfall averages of 9-10 inches per year. 


Camped on the Murrumbidgee a few miles east of Hay. 


Saturday 


What better sound to wake to than the piping of the Pied Butcherbird. 
They're like a musician who prefers a few notes of vibrant perfection to a 
full but flawed chorus. Pied Butcherbirds are very common here. We've even 
seen them perched on fence posts out on the plains, miles from the nearest 
trees. 


Another pleasant surprise around our camp, amongst the scattered 
Black Box trees, was a party of those irrepressible gurgling LONG STS 
the Grey-crowned Babblers. Four of them issuing out their ‘ar-coo' calls. 


We were shown around the district by a friend of Harvey's. Drove through 
delightful groves of Black Box; across treeless plains with Black-faced 
Woodswallows on the power enter pleasant river-side sites. We were shown 
paddocks that had been grazed bare in the drought and lost their topsoil; 
the lush greenery stunted, in places the soil scalded bare. 


Headed along the river to Carrathoul, then south across the plains to 
Conargo. Passed a Fork-tailed Kite perched on its nest. Crossed one 
contrasting, prominent sandy rise, its once vigorous native pine stand 
now aged and beginning to die. This is Weeping Myall country. Here and there. 
scattered plants and extensive groves of this graceful wattle disturb the 
openness of the plains. In places, precessionary caterpillars have stripped 
their leaves; elsewhere they are looking fine. 


1 O Paes 
FIVE DAYS IN INLAVD SOUrHERV N.S. W. continued 


For all the aptness of our descriptive names, the picturesque 
aboriginal names for-our wattles are much the preferable. Weeping Myall is 
"Boree', I've already mentioned 'Yarran'. Amongst the Black Box and Lignum 
we'd seen plenty of PEumones . 'Gidgeet eae 'Mulga' are two more that come 
to. mind. % 


Had afternoon tea in a grove of large Myalls, the grove marred 
somewhat by its understorey of African Box Thorn. The sight of two or 
three Bluebonnet Parrots at close range was good compensation. 


We pitched a late camp amongst a grove of Willow Wattle on a sandhill 
beside Yanco Creek. Went to bed to the excited wailing cries of the Bush 
Curlew, a call I'd not heard for so many years that Harvey had to tell me 
what they were. : 


Sunday, 
Last day. And it seemed like the weather wanted to chase us home. 

A frost; then as we arose so too did a chill breeze that made mockery of . 
the sun. 


The Willow Wattles were alive with a mixed flock of thornbills, and 
the Western Warbler uttered a few elusive notes. Across the river, we could 
hear another flock of Grey-crowned Babblers. There were quite a few ducks, 
but once again very little else in the waterbird line. A Little Eagle flew 
over, the first we've seen for the trip. In fact, birds of prey generally 
have been scarce. We've seen a few Wedgies and Kestrels, and around Hay, 
ste and Fork-tailed Kites. But where are all the Brown Falcons? 


“Signs of home. Ten miles north-east of Deniliquin, Yellow Box reappears - 


on the scene; at Deniliquin, Grey Box. Mathoura. The mighty Murray and 
Echuca. No more Pied Butcherbirds on the fences. Rochester. Elmore. Home, 


e ? 2, V 7 7 
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SECKED ARY'S ANNUAL REPORT 


‘The club fas completed another successful year mith good atteddencess 
at meetings. The program has again had plenty of variety, with presentations 
by club members and a number of invited speakers from other sources. 
A different type cof program was successfully tried in May with the workshop 
session using magnifying glasses and microscopes. 


Sept. © C.Bunn - "A Worms Eye View of Usa 


Oct. I,McCann - The Grampians. 

Nov. G.Hill - Mammals of the Bendigo Area. 

Dec. Casserole tea and social evening. 

Jan. Films. 

Feb. Holiday slides and display by Possum Books. 

Mar. B,Coman - Foxes. 

April. D.Luke - The 1983 Drought and its effects. 

May. L. Leeson - Practival workshop on magnification in nature study. 


June. B.Salter/M. Watts - Birds and Wildflowers of the Inglewood area. 

July. N. Scarlett - Endangered Plants of Victoria. 

Aug. Tasmanian Wilderness Society - The Franklin River and South West 
Wilderness. 


ll, 


SECRETARY'S AYNUAL REPORT continued. 


ohn Lindner has again organised an interesting range of excursions 
and campouts for the year.. 


Sept. Campout at Dalyenong. 
Oct. Fryers Ridge with Castlemaine F Ne Ge 
Nov. Mt. Alexander. 
Dec. English's Bridge. 
Feb. Bullarto Reservoir. 
Mar. Mt. Franklin - Hepburn Springs. 
April. Easter Campout at Gellibrand. 
May. | School Holidays Campout at Glenelg National Ranks 
June. One Tree Hill. : 
July. Jackass Flat Flora Reserve. 
Aug. Campout at Queenscliff and Boat Trip. 
1 . 


Mandurang - Sedgwick. 


Our thanks again go to the editor and his assistants for the continued 
high standard of production of the newsletter. Thanks also to those who 
have contributed articles. 


Arrangements for production of the booklet on the eucalypts of the Bendigo 
area are now well in hand and we look forward to the finished product in 
the neyag few months. 


The club has been represented at C.C.V. meetings. Thanks to Bill Holsworth 
for his involvement and subsequent reports to club meetings. 


Ideas have been sought for suitable activities for the club's 40th 
anniversary in 1985. A sub-committee is to be formed to consider these 
further in the new club year. 


Finally our thanks must go to the office bearers and committee members _ 
for their efforts on our behalf over the last 12 months. 


Laurie Leeson, Hon.Sec. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


1. A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.15 No.8 Sept. "83. 

2. £E.C,0.S. No.37. Spring '83. 

3. Fund for Animals Newsletter Vol.3 No.2 Aug.'83. 

4, Conservation in Victoria (Discussion Paper) 

5S. Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion - News Sheet Sept. '83. 
6. Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No.208 Sept.'83. 

7. Australian Plants Vol.12 Nos. 94 and 935, 

8. Parkwatch No. 134 Spring '83. 

9. Sunraysia B.0.C. Newsletters Vol.1,.No.1-6, 11,12. 


2% 
BIRD NOP ES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR SEP! EMBER 


The Bird Group Members were entertained for the evening by an informative 
and explanatory talk and slide presentation of Heard Island, an Australian 
Territory in the sub-Antartic region. Dr Bob Jones, a member of our club’ 
visited this fascinating, but little known area during the earlier part 
of this year as a member of a privately funded expedition. 


An interesting feature of the island is the large number of breeding 
colonies and birds, despite the relatively small area of land compared 

to ice and snow. Of all the birds nesting on,. or visiting the island, 

all are web footed water birds with the exception of the Sheathbill. 

The sea birds on the island comprise mainly Penguins, Petrels, Albatrosses, 
Shearwaters, Shags, Gulls, Skuas and various others. Dr Jones illustrated 
most of these birds in detail, showing nesting areas, young birds, adults 
and typical habitats. 


Bird observations for September included a solitary Black-tailed Native Hen 
at May Swamp (29th August). Of late these birds have not been common in 
the. Bendigo area. They are usually seen in small groups, and to see an 
individual bird is. umusual. A male Rose Robin was. observed feeding in 
introduced Cypress Pine in the Lightning Hill area (29th August). This 
observation possibly represents the first sighting of this bird in the 
Eaglehawk-Whipstick area. 

We are pleased to report a nesting record of the Black Duck (23rd August) 
on the recently constructed Lake Tom Thumb at Eaglehawk. This nest of 11 
eggs was observed on the island, adjacent to a Domestic Goose nest. 

Two observations, from Redesdale include the first sighting of the Olive- 
backed Oriole for the season (29th August), and two juvenile Crimson 
Rosellas (28th August). This last observation is the earliest recorded 
sighting of juveniles in the area. 

Three immature Crimson Rosellas were also reported (2nd September) in. 
the Sedgwick area. 

With our present wet weather, four Plumed Whistling Ducks were reported 
from the. Kamarooka area (28th August). A Black Kite was observed in the . 
Northern Whipstick (2nd September). 

Finally, fow species of wader were seen at Lake Woorineen, near Swan Hill. 
These included about 1500 Banded Stilts, one Red-necked Stint, one Curlew 
Sandpiper and 17 Red-capped Dotterel (19th August). 


keke kkk ke eke kh 
MARYBOROUGH CAMPOUTL Bird Observers Group Weekend 15-16th October 


Location: Fells Gully, about 20 kms out of Maryborough. Maps showing the 
route to the campsite will be available at the Bird Observers Group meeting 
on October 7 and the main Club meeting on October 12. ; 


Atractions: Fells Gully is a renowned bird area. A few kilometres to the 
éast is the Clunes Swamp, and to the south lies Mt. Beckworth, which may 
also be visited. People with knowledge of botany are most welcome. 


Please bring: Drinking water. Containers. to hold washing water (from dam 
or creek) i 


Marking of campsite: Harvey Rich orJohn Lindner will mark the campsite 
on Friday night. 


When to come: Friday night or Saturday morning. 
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ANN UAL REPORT OF THE BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP (B,F.N.C.) FOR THE YEAR 1982/1983 
ee a TAR AO L/ 199 


The B.0.G. has enjoyed a successful year, The meetings have been well 
attended with an average of approximately 32 members at each meeting. — 
The speakers have all been of a high calibre and the range of topics both 
useful and interesting. 


During the year there have been several half day outings to areas close 
to Bendigo. With the exception of one outing, when it was cold, windy and 
wet, all have been very well attended. This is all the-more satisfying when 
one considers that these outings were held in the Autum and Winter, a 
period of the year when bird watchers are usually less active. 


The Regent Honeyeater survey, which was started several years ago, but 
not completed, has been recommenced by three Club members. Don Franklin, 
Ray Wallace and John Berry are working on this project and hope to complete 
it in 1984, 


During the year it was decided to build a bird hide at May Swamp, 
Epsom, on land controlled by the Bendigo Sewerage Authority. It is to the . 
credit of all those who were involved, especially Mr Les Killen, Manager 
of the Sewerage Farm, that this project has proceeded so well. I would 
like. to take this opportunity to thank everyone who either helped build the 
hide or donated money or materials towards its construction. Ou Club 
president, Mr Eric Wilkinson, officially opened the hide on Saturday 3rd 
September, with nineteen members present. 


Later this year there will also be another B.0.G. first: Harvey Rich 
will be running a Continuing Education course on bird watching at Maryborough 
and Ray Wallace, Don Franklin and John Berry will be running a similar 
course in Bendigo. 


The Bird Group can look forward to an active future with monthly wader 
counts and the regular recording of birds observed from the bird hide at 
May Swamp, as well as monthly half day field outings. 


Birds of the Night for the year were the Regent Honeyeater, Nankeen 
Night-Heron, Crested Shrike-tit, Freckled Duck, Little Eagle, Sharp-tailed 
‘Sandpiper, Port Phillip Bay seabirds and the Black-chinned Honeyeater. 


Speakers for the year were: 


Sept., Peter Disher,''Camel safari in northern South Australia", 

Oct, Eric du Bourg, "Bird photography", 

Nov., Frank Stevens, "Western United States birds", 

Dec., Keith Richards, "Birds of the dry interior", 

Feb,., Evan Thomas, "Birds of south western Nia SWiatls 

March, Ray Wallace, "Waders of the Bendigo district", 

April, Dr. Smith, "Lyrebirds", 

May, Don Franklin, "Life in a Spinifex bush" and Jack Kellam, 
"Birds that nest in mine shafts and tailings", 

June, John Ipsen, "Waders in N.W.Australia", 

July, B.0.C. slide tape set on "Concepts of Conservation", 

Aug. , 4 lecturettes by B.0.G. members: — 


"Rolling bird survey" by Dr.Chris Bunn, 

"Birds and bees and trees" by Harvey Rich, 

"The Warrumbungles" by John Ipsen, and ; 

"How snakes crawl" and 'The birds ankle" by Pat Egan, 
Sept., Dr. Bob Jones, .'The. birds of Heard Island" 


Finally I would like to thank all the speakers, the Committee and 
everyone else who, by their participation, have made the year such a 
successful one. " 

John Berry, 
President Bird Observers Group 
GBEANii Cy) 
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REPORT OV THE BENDIGO STREET TREE BIRD SURVEY , 
ee 5 by John Berry’ 


At 2.30 p.m. on Saturday 3rd’ September eleven Club members met 
outside Rosalind Park to look for the Regent Honeyeater and, at the same 
time, count the native birds seen in the streets of Bendigo. Five groups 
were formed and the following general areas were surveyed: 


1. Hargreaves Street from Bendigo to Thistle Street and across to the 
railway line; 

2. Forest and Wattle Streets, Mt. Korong Road, Valentine, Rowan and 
McKenzie Streets: ; 

8. Lake Weeroona and vicinity; 

4, Quarry Hill area; 

5. The streets around the Bendigo Base Hospital and Rosalind Park, 


RESULT S ; reas surveyed _ Total birds counted 
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Red Wattlebird idiom Alleye SS 5 ys} yah) 171. 
White-plumed MOMSEN as) 6 3 40 bene 

_ Musk Lorikeets. Baekch toy Seated 3959285 53 
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Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


‘The results. are . chasse aay consistent from area to area , and indicate 
that ‘the Red Wattlebird, least at this time of the year, is the most 
common native bird to be faea in the street trees of Bendigo. The Fuscous 
Honeyeater. was found to be more common than I would have expected, but the 
real surprise of the day was the complete absence of Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeaters. A month or so ago they were quite common in the street trees 
of Bendigo, so one must assume that they have moved into the bush. 

We did not find any Regemt Hoheyeaters but everyone had an enjoyable time 
looking for it, and counting ae other birds. p 


Editors Note:- I noted John Berry's reference above to the absence of Yellow- 
tufted Honeyeaters from the street trees, and the possibility that they had 
"gone bush". I mentioned to him that they were in our garden in California 
Gully on the day of the survey, as they had been since late autum. They 

are still with us, although increased in number by at least three youmg ones 
which haye been in the garden over the last few days. This is the second 
year that Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters have bred close by, although we have not 
located a nest. John mentioned that they had still been arotmd his own place 
in Eaglehawk, and agreed that their absence from the street trees might 
have been due to a preference for garden shrubbery. Does any member have 
any comment on this? 


AUS, 


DALYENONG FLORA RESERVE CAMPOUI 
Campout or day. visits. 


DATES Weekend 29-30 October. Monday 31 October (for those people able to 
_ take leave). Tuesday 1 November (Melbourne Cup Day = Bendigo Picnic 
Day holiday) , 


TRAVEL Via Marong, Newbridge, Tarnagulla, Moliagul, Bealiba, Archdale. 
Distance: 75 Km from Bendigo. From Archdale, which has only one: 
house, turn off the main road and cross the Avoca River. Proceed 
straight ahead onto the dirt road, ignoring the leftward divergence 
of the bituman. This dirt road goes to Dalyenong and Stuart Mill. 
About 9 km from the river, turn sharply right on the road signposted 
"Emu'’, and proceed north-east’ fo the campsite. Bie : 

" BL F.N.C." signs will mark crucial turnoffs. 9 

FACILITIES ~ ; . . Rte a 

Pit toilet provided. Bring drinking and washing water. You may be 
able to obtain more washing water from dams in the area. 

ACTIVITIES : 

Bird watching and botany. We will be adding to deseriptive material: 
on this reserve published in "Whirrakee'", December 1982 (Vol. 3,No.11) 
Dalyenong Flora Reserve is a unique and beautiful area. Everybody ° 
can learn something and everybody can contribute something. . 


" MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 
ee 


The annual general meeting of the Mammal Survey Group was held on the 15th 
September 1983 at Chris Bunn's home. The following persons were elected:- 


President: Graham Hill. 


Secretary/Treasurer: Bill Holsworth. 
Equipment Officers: Ian’and Carol Fenselau. 
- Publicity Officers: Chris Bunn, Dale Gibbons and Berry Vardy. 


Discussion ranged over many subjects, including a state wide survey of 
wombats, population control of wild mammals, members speaking on 3 CCC, 
and the success of the bat-trapping program over the last year. 


‘Next month Bill Holsworth will be discussing "Local populations and 
identification of Bats". _ 
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COMMITTEE REPORT, 19-9-1983 
es oe ae I) 


1. 


photos, extra pages have been included, and a small increase in cost ~ 


Typesetting of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" has been completed. It has been ° 
set so that there is one species per page. With the addition of extra 2 


~ 


_ has also been incurred. Overall a better publication will.be achieved 


5. 


with the extra photos. 
Incorporation: of the Club still under consideration. 


The Club is. to purchase. 50 copies of the "Tasmanian Wilderness Calendar" 


- For sale to members. 


Purchase of two copies of the State Conservation Strategy Discussion 
Paper was authorised, to enable all committee. members to study the 
document and prepare comments. These extra copies will be added to the 
library to enable members to do the same. It was decided to. submit: 

a Club submission on this Paper, : 3 : 


The 1984 syllabus is due for discussion. Ideas for speakers and excursions 


.-will be. gratefully received. 


10 
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"Tang.Tang Swamp has been suggested as the venue forthe final outing 


for the-yearsas (4-diate, 


Glenise Moors has resigned as Treasurer, Her resignation was accepted 
with reluctance, because she has been an excellent Treasurer. Helene 
Boon was appointed as our Treasurer for 1983/1984, 


In response to the unfavourable press the Club received in a recent 
Bendigo Advertiser (Saturday 17/3/1983, p.-2) it was decided that : 
sub-groups of the club be advised that all letters decling-with sensitive 
issues are: to be cleared by the committee. - PGT Lacie eal 4 


: The Club is to send a letter to Marong Shire Council objecting to the 


decision to close the Raywood Tip. 


Copies of "Little Desert Wildlife", a copy was displayed at the last 
General Club Meeting, and of "Grampians Birds" are to be purchased for 
sale to Club members. 


Possum Books have been tentatively booked for the February meeting, — a 


A way of showing our thanks to the Agriculture Dept. for the use of their 


facilities is for the Club to supply plants and labour for an indigenous 


plant area. Donations of plants and/or money are now being sought. 


Next Committee meeting at Rod Fyffe's home, Monday October 2uth, 


os 
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BEN DIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


Office bearers | com 1983-1984 


PRESIDENT Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall Site Cal. gyuty 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors _ Sedgwick |. 

JUNIOR VICE’ PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Apzaribsiicy 

SECRET ARY om... . Laurie Leeson-- -76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 

ASSIST ANT. SECRETARY Rod Fyffe . 546 Hargreaves oe ‘Bendigo 

TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka 

EXCURSIGY ORGANISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 

EDITOR ay , Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully. 
kok kk kok & oe 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The. membership subscription rates are 


Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 
Whirrakee Aieadinision only, $10, 00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Peete of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 


Meetings start at 7.30 p. Me and conclude with supper. 
The Annual Meetings is held in September, 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 


_ Full day excursions normally commence at 10.0a.m. (usually on a Sunday)... 


Half day ‘excursions normally commence at 2.0P. m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times 


in a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has two active sub- ~SPOUpS « 


8736 
6254 
7308 
O521 
7673 
9252 
9226 
7308 
6254 
8736 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 


Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 
President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough. - 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member S homes as announced in the. monthly diary. 


President: Grahan HELL) 33h Curran St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEET IN GS 
October 12 


November 9 - 


December 14 


EXCURSION S 
Weekend 


Sun.O0ct.23 
(afternoon) 


Oct.29 
to Nov.1 


Sun.Dec.18 


SD VARY 


Ern Perkins of the Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club will 
speak on 'The Castlemaine Landscape". 


Alan Spence will speak on his travels in Central and South 
America - a travelogue with a natural history bias. 


Christmas Social at Burnett Lounge, B.C.A.E., Osborne St... 
commencing with casserole tea at 6.30 p.m. Further details 
next month. 


__FELLS GULLY, MARYBOROUGH, CAMPOUT 


Bird Gneenvens Group Campout - see p.12 for details. 
Leader: Harvey Rich (61 1698) 


WELLSFORD FOREST 
Leader: To be announced at General Meeting. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 p.m. 


DALYENONG FLORA RESERVE CAMPOUT 
Leader: John Lindner (39 7308) 
This extended weekend includes Bendigo Picnic Day 


‘(Melbourne Cup Day). Details of access etc. are on p.15. 


TANG TANG SWAMP 
Afternoon and picnic tea. 


MAMMAL - SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs. Oct. 20 "Local populations of bats and identification of species" 


by Bill Holsworth. 8.0 p.m. at Graham and Diane Hill's home; 
31 ‘Curnow St., Golden Square. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Nov.4 


Sat Nov.5 


A slide/tape presentation entitled "Where home is a hollow" 
will be the main feature of the night. Ime Hee of the night 
will be the Grey Teal. 


A half day outing to the Wellsford Forest will be led by 
John Berry. Meet at Havlin St. at 9.0 a.m. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Mon.Oct,. 24 


8.0 p.m. at Rod Fyffe's home, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo. 
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